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Welcome

January 2019

Dear Parent/Carer
Key Stage 4 Curriculum 2019-22
At Bishop David Brown School we feel it is an absolute priority to prepare your child for the
world of work. In the future, people will need to be multi-skilled, adaptable and should
expect to change careers several times. With this in mind, we have been able to put together
a curriculum that not only prepares students for this future but also takes into consideration
government requirements and offers some choice of subjects that allows our students to
personalise their pathway.
Please spend time with your child discussing their options. They are more likely to succeed if
they study subjects for which they have an aptitude. They should not choose a
subject because they like a particular teacher or to be with friends. If you require further
specific careers information please contact Mrs Eljamaly our IAG Coordinator at:
seljamaly@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Students moving into Year 9 in September 2019 will effectively be starting their GCSE
foundation year and as such should be prepared to complete 10-15 hours of self study per
week which will encompass a wide variety of assignments and activities. You can help your
child by providing a quiet place to work and supporting their academic studies.
If you have questions about your child’s options, or any other aspect of their education,
please do not hesitate to contact the appropriate staff at the school, email
addresses and useful contacts can be found at the back of this booklet.
We hope you find this guidance booklet helpful when making your decisions.

Yours sincerely,

Mr J Rodgers
Head of School
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Guided Choices

Making your choices online

Dear Student,
Following the assemblies, interviews and additional information that you have received it is
now time to make your choices in order to complete your pathway to GCSE. This is the
start of your journey into a career area, however, should you change your pathway the
curriculum is balanced enough to allow flexibility. By now you will have had an opportunity
to listen to and/or speak to the Head of Department of the areas you are interested in.
Once you have spoken to the teachers and made your choices, your parent/ carer must
approve these and then there will be an interview process with yourself, your family and
the Leadership Team to finalise these decisions.
You will have been sent a special email with instructions as to how to make your choices
online. These choices need to be considered carefully as t h e opportunity to change subjects will be limited once the new timetable commences. Depending on your pathway, it may be
that some subjects have been chosen for you already. You will see this information when you
login to the portal.
Follow the instructions on the online portal carefully; if your first choices cannot be
accommodated we will fall back on your reserves. Please remember that these are three
year courses and should be chosen for the right reasons. If you are not sure about a
subject after reading the booklet then PLEASE see the appropriate member to staff to
discuss it with them. Make sure that you meet the deadline of 15th February 2019, failure
to do so may mean that we make all of the decisions for you!
It is important to note that all courses offered within this booklet may not operate
if numbers are too low; likewise, some courses will be limited in terms of class size,
which is why it is important to also select ‘reserve’ options when applicable.

If you have any questions or worries please ask staff before committing yourself.

Mr C Mitchell
Assistant Head of School
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Options Online

Options Online—the process
We are using an online module this year to make the process more user-friendly; you will be sent a
special email to your school email address with a link and instructions how to log in to the online
portal. You may want your parent/ carer to help with this!
Instructions for choosing your subjects:
1)

Register your account. You will receive an email from noreply@sims.co.uk with instructions on
how you can register. You will be asked a security question. Please then select
Office 365 as your account to log in. Please ensure you do this as soon as possible.

2)

You can either access the online portal via https://www.sims-options.co.uk alternatively
through the link sent in your email—again, use Office 365 to login.

If you have any issues with logins please email: mlwilliams@bdb.surrey.sch.uk in the first
instance.
You will see a screen like this, which allows you to click on the subjects you really want, which turn
blue, and any reserve/ back up choices will turn orange.

Your choices will
appear here when
selected.

Click on the subject as a
main choice. It will then
turn blue.

Click the reserve button if
this is a back up choice.
This will then turn orange.

You can enter choices and update them as often as you like between now and the deadline, so
please make sure you can use the system as soon as possible so you don’t miss the deadline.
Don’t forget to click the save button!
The deadline for making your choices online is 15th February 2019. If choices are not made by
this time, it is possible that you will be allocated to classes other than the ones you have chosen.
Parents/ Carers —you will also receive an email; this will allow you to ‘see’ your child’s selection
and ’approve’ it.
Students and parents/ carers will then be invited to attend a review interview with a member of
the Leadership Team, where we can discuss your choices and the Pathway that you are on. These
will take place just after half-term.

Deadline for completing the online process:

Friday 15th February 2019
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Overview

Curriculum Pathways 2019 – 2022 Overview
The Curriculum* for Year 8 moving into Key Stage 4 this year will consist of:


English Language and English Literature



Mathematics



Triple Science – Biology, Chemistry and Physics



GCSE Religious Studies



Core Physical Education



English Baccalaureate subjects—History or Geography and French or Spanish;
depending on your pathway some of these subjects are compulsory



Other subjects, including a mixture of GCSEs and equivalent Vocational Certificates



An IT qualification, depending on your pathway



Work with the Prince’s Trust, towards their Personal Development and Employability
qualification, depending on your pathway



Summer term work experience week in Year 10
(extended work related learning placements when and where appropriate)



Additional courses at Colleges/external providers in Year 10 (where appropriate)

Additional Curriculum in Year 11 (where appropriate)



Extended work experience



Careers information advice and guidance



College interviews

*Please note the school’s curriculum is continually under review and we cannot
guarantee all subjects are available every year.

6

Important Dates

IMPORTANT DATES
KS4 Timeline of Key Events
31st January 2019

Guided Choices Evening—options ‘go live’

1st February 2019—14th February 2019

Opportunities to speak to teachers and tutors

15th February 2019

Deadline for completing online form

Week Commencing 25th February

Parent and teacher interviews

April 2019

Confirmation letters sent home

Next steps for students


Speak to your subject teacher and tutors



Read this booklet carefully



Login to options online



Discuss your choices with parents and carers



Submit your choices by 15th February

Good reasons for studying courses include:


I am interested in the subject



I already do well in the subject



This subject will support my plans for future courses and careers



Together with other choices, this subject will give me a varied and interesting curriculum



The balance of exams and non examined assessment in this subject plays to my strengths

Things that should not influence your choice:


My friends have chosen this subject



I like my current teacher in this subject



It will please my parents or others if I choose this subject
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English Language

English
Heads of Department – Mr Foster and Mr Long
Examination Board: AQA
English Language and English Literature are compulsory subjects within the curriculum
for all students in Key Stage 4. Below are the current exam requirements.

English Language
Paper 1: Explorations in
Creative Reading and Writing
What is assessed

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and
Perspectives
What is assessed

Section A: Reading

One literature fiction text

Section A: Reading

One non-fiction text and one
literary non-fiction text

Section B: Writing

Descriptive or narrative writing

Section B: Writing

Writing to present a viewpoint –
discursive writing

How is it assessed

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

80 marks

50% of GCSE

How is it assessed

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

80 marks

50% of GCSE

Questions

Questions

Reading (40 marks – 25% one text)

1 short form question (4 marks)

2 longer form questions (2 x 8
marks

1 extended question (20 marks)

Reading (40 marks – 25% two linked
texts)

1 short form question (4 marks)

2 longer form questions (1 x 8
marks, 1 x 12 marks)

1 extended question (16 marks)

Writing

1 extended writing question (24
marks for content, 16 marks for
technical accuracy)

Writing (40 marks – 25%

1 extended writing questions (24
marks for content, 16 marks for
technical accuracy)

And also:
Spoken Language Assessment
What is assessed?

Presenting

Responding to questions and feedback

Use of standard English
How is it assessed?

Teacher set throughout course

Marked by teacher

Separate endorsement (0% weighting of GCSE)
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English Literature

English Literature
All assessments are closed book: that means no texts are allowed into the examination.
Any extracts required will be provided as part of the examination.
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel
What is assessed?

How it is assessed?








A Shakespeare play
Macbeth/Romeo & Juliet
A 19th century novel
A Christmas Carol




Written exam: 1 hour 45
minutes
64 Marks
40% of GCSE

Questions
Section A: Shakespeare
Students will answer one question on a Shakespeare play. They will be required to:
1.
Write in detail about an extract from the play
2.
Write about the play as a whole
Section B: the 19th century novel
Students will answer one question on a 19th century novel. They will be required to:
1.
Write in detail about an extract from the novel
2.
Write about the novel as a whole

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
What is assessed?

How it is assessed?









Modern prose or drama texts
An Inspector Calls/Pigeon English
The poetry anthology – 15 poems
from 19th,20th, 21st centuries

Written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes
96 marks
60% of GCSE

Questions
Section A: Modern Texts
Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on the text studied—
either modern prose or drama text.
Section B: Poetry
Students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the
exam paper and one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster.
Section C: Unseen poetry
Students will answer one question on one unseen poem AND one question comparing
this poem with a second unseen poem.
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Mathematics

Mathematics
Head of Department - Mr Tuso
Examination Board: EDEXCEL
“Mathematics, rightly viewed, possesses not only truth, but supreme beauty—a beauty cold
and austere, like that of sculpture, without appeal to any part of our weaker nature, without the
gorgeous trappings of painting or music, yet sublimely pure, and capable of a stern perfection
such as only the greatest art can show.”― Bertrand Russell
Mathematics is part of the core curriculum and all students complete a GCSE in this
subject. Students will be taught at a level appropriate to their abilities and needs. The course
includes investigations and projects, which give scope for creative thinking and an inquiry
approach.
The course consists of one examination, in three parts, at the end of Year 11.
Two distinct features of this course are:


Reasoning, interpreting and communicating mathematically. (this now
includes “quality of written communication” (QWC) component).



Solving non-routine problems in mathematical and non- mathematical
contexts.

Range of Opportunities


Further Maths GCSE



Statistics GCSE



Peer Mentoring—Set one mentoring set three

Our students have successfully participated in the Junior and Intermediate UK Maths
Challenge. Some of our students have previously made it through to the regional round of the
competition.

Additional Information
At Key Stage 4 students follow the Edexcel GCSE course.
There are three, equally weighted, 1 hours and 30 minutes summative exams. (One noncalculator and two calculator) covering the six areas of Mathematics:


Number



Algebra



Ratio



Proportion and Rates of Change



Geometry and Measures



Probability and Statistics

The course is offered at two tiers of entry, FOUNDATION (1-5) and HIGHER (4-9).
There is no coursework.
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Separate Sciences: Biology

Science
Head of Department – Mr D West
Examination Board: AQA
We believe that Science has something to offer every student, whatever their aspirations. From
trainee chef to nuclear physicist, construction apprentice to cancer researcher, everyone needs
some level of Science understanding. In order to deliver the most relevant and attainable
qualification for our students we offer the AQA Separate Sciences – Biology, Chemistry and
Physics to all.

Separate Sciences: Biology
Each area of Science is assessed separately resulting in three GCSEs. All three GCSEs have
to be taken, there is no opportunity to drop one of the three. There are 24 required practical's,
eight for each area of science. These are practical investigations that are central to the
knowledge and skills for the topic and will be assessed by written
questioning during the formal external examinations.

Summary of content

Examinations



Cell biology





Organisation



Infection and response



Bioenergetics

Two Exam Papers: each paper will
assess knowledge and understanding from
different topics. The questions will use
clearer and simpler language, to assess
students only on their
scientific ability.



Homeostasis and response





Inheritance, variation and
evolution

Duration: both papers are 1 hour and 45
minutes



Tier: Foundation and Higher



Ecology



Weighting: the papers are equally
weighted. Each is worth 50% of the grade
and has 10 marks available.



Question types: multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response.

Paper 1
Topics 1-4: Cell biology; Organisations; infection and response and Bioenergetics

Paper 2
Topics 5-7: homeostasis and response; inheritance, variation and evolution and Ecology
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Separate Sciences: Chemistry

Separate Sciences: Chemistry
Summary of Content

Examinations



Atomic structure and the periodic table





Bonding, structure, and the properties of
matter



Quantitative chemistry



Chemical changes

Two Exam papers: each paper
will assess knowledge and
understanding from different topics.
The questions will use clearer and
simpler language, to assess
students only on their scientific
ability.



Energy changes





The rate and extent of chemical change

Duration: both papers are
1 hour 45 minutes



Organic chemistry



Tier: Foundation and Higher



Chemical analysis





Chemistry of the atmosphere

Weighting: the papers are equally
weighted. Each is worth 50% of the
grade and has 100 marks available



Using resources



Question types: multiple choice,
structured, closed short answer
and open response

Paper 1
Topics 1-5:
Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table;
Bonding, Structure, and the properties of matter;
Quantitative Chemistry;
Chemical Changes;
Energy Changes
Paper 2
Topics 6-10:
The Rate and Extent of Chemical Change;
Organic Chemistry;
Chemical Analysis,
Chemistry of the Atmosphere;
Using Resources
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Separate Sciences: Physics

Separate Sciences: Physics
Summary of Content

Examinations



Forces





Energy



Waves



Electricity

Two Exam papers: each paper will
assess knowledge and
understanding from different topics.
The questions will use clearer and
simpler language, to assess students
only on their scientific ability.



Magnetism and electromagnetism





Particle model of matter

Duration: both papers are 1 hour 45
minutes



Atomic structure



Tier: Foundation and Higher



Space physics



Weighting: the papers are equally
weighted. Each is worth 50% of the
grade and has 100 marks available



Question types: multiple choice,
structured, closed short answer, and
open response

Paper 1
Energy; Electricity; Particle Model of Matter and Atomic Structure
Paper 2
Forces; Waves; Magnetism; and Electromagnetism and Space Physics
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Art and Design

Art, Craft and Design
Head of Department: Mrs Alighieri
Examination Board: AQA
The Art, Craft and Design GCSE is designed for students who wish to develop their
interests and enthusiasm for creative activities in art, craft and design. The qualification is
suitable for those students who wish to go on to further study in Art and Design, i.e. AS, A
Level, enhanced vocational and career pathways. The course provides opportunities to
understand the professional world of art, craft and design through investigation of the
business and commercial aspects of the industry.
Students will be producing practical and critical/contextual work associated with two or
more of the following endorsements: fine art, graphic communication, three dimensional
design and photography.
Students will be encouraged to develop:


Creative and imaginative powers, and the practical skills for communicating and
expressing ideas, feelings and meanings in art, craft and design.



Investigative, analytical, experimental and interpretative capabilities, aesthetic
understanding and critical tools.



Understanding codes and conventions of art, craft and design, and awareness of
context.



Knowledge and understanding of art, craft and design in contemporary societies and
in other times and cultures.

Students will be required to demonstrate their ability to:


Record observations, experiences and ideas



Analyse and evaluate images, objects and artefacts showing understanding of
context



Develop and explore ideas using media, processes, resources, reviewing,
modifying and refining their work.



Present a personal response

Coursework – 60% three units of coursework:
2D and 3D visual language, preparatory work, sketch books, logs and journals related to
the final pieces.
Exam – 40% - 10 hours – there is no written exam for this course. Candidates will be asked
to respond to one starting point in their chosen option. There is a preparatory period
followed by 10 hours of supervised time. Candidates will develop and expand their own
ideas, producing a final piece or pieces based upon research and studies.
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Business Studies

Enterprise and Marketing
Teacher—Ms Price
Examination Board: OCR
Cambridge National Level 1/2 in Enterprise and Marketing
This qualification is for learners who wish to develop applied knowledge and practical skills in
enterprise and marketing. It is designed with both practical and theoretical elements, which will
prepare students for further study of qualifications in enterprise, marketing or business.
Some of the more focused careers that Enterprise and Marketing can lead to include:
Entrepreneur; Marketing; Human Resources; Accountancy; Purchasing; Public
Relations; Advertising Logistics; Production; Retail Management; Administration;
Banking Insurance.
The course is graded from a Level 2 Distinction* down to a Level 1 Pass. The grades are
equivalent to GCSE grades 9 to 1.

What will you study?
All learners will study three mandatory topics as follows:


Enterprise and marketing concepts



Design a business proposal



Market and pitch a business proposal

Skills and knowledge


You will develop essential knowledge and understanding of enterprise and marketing
concepts.



You will understand what the key factors are to consider when starting up a business.

In the second topic, you will identify a customer profile for a specific product, complete market
research to generate product design ideas, and use financial calculations to propose a pricing
strategy and determine the viability of your product proposal.
You will then go on to develop the skills to create a brand identity and promotional plan for your
business product proposal. You will develop pitching skills in order to pitch their business
proposal to an external audience and finally, review your skills and business proposal.
Assessment
The first unit is externally assessed through a written examination paper. The second two units
are assessed via coursework projects that are set by the examination board.
Assessment weighting—50% internal 50% external

Unit Title

Method of assessment

Enterprise and Marketing Concepts

External 1.5 hour Assessment

Design a Business Proposal

Internal Assessment

Market and Pitch a Business Proposal

Internal Assessment
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Child Development

Child Development
Teacher—Mrs Lee

Examination Board: OCR
What are Cambridge National Qualifications?
Cambridge Nationals are vocational qualifications at Level 1/2 for students aged 14 – 16.
They are designed to fit into the curriculum and to offer the same size, rigour and
performance points as GCSEs. They will form a part of any student’s Progress 8 and
Attainments 8 approved subjects.
The qualification is recognised by Ofqual.
The course consists of three units. One examine and two internally assessed and
externally moderated, comprising 50% for the exam and 25% for the other two units.
Unit 1
Unit 1 underpins all of the other learning in this qualification. All students will learn the
essential knowledge and understanding for Child Development, covering reproduction,
parental responsibility, antenatal care, birth, postnatal checks, care, and conditions for
development, childhood illnesses and child safety. Knowledge gained would be of use
for further studies in PHSE, Biology and other Child Development qualifications.
Unit 2
Students will gain knowledge of the equipment needs of babies and young children and
an understanding of the factors to be considered when choosing appropriate equipment
to meet all of these needs. They will also gain knowledge of nutrition and hygiene
practices and will be given the opportunity to evaluate dietary choices.
Unit 3
Students will gain knowledge of, and skills in, developing activities to observe
development norms in children up to the age of five. This unit will include researching,
planning, carrying out activities with children and observing and reviewing these
activities, as well as an understanding of the development norms and the benefits of play
in Child Development. These transferable skills will support further studies in many other
subjects.
What career opportunities does the course offer?
Many students who choose this course have an interest in careers related to children. It
may be useful for those wishing to pursue careers in nursing, social work, teaching,
midwifery, health visitor, health education, caring for children with special needs, speech
therapy and physiotherapy. Even if you’re not quite sure what your careers plans are,
but think you might want to work with children then this course is a good starting point. It
is a very popular course and results in this subject are outstanding.
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Computer Science

Computer Science
Teacher:
Examination Board: AQA
“Computing is no longer a marginal skill for experts and geeks—it is essential knowledge for
competitive, innovative high tech businesses.”
“I would argue that Computer Science is ’essential knowledge’ for the 21st century.”
“I do know from my experience in the video game industry the importance of real
computer skills—and how hard it is to recruit them in the UK.”
“As a discipline, Computer Science ticks all the right boxes for problem-solving in the digital
world.”

SKILL DEVELOPMENT







Real-world programming skills.
An understanding of the fundamental principles of computing including abstraction,
decomposition, logic, algorithms and date representation.
The ability to analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of
solving problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs.
The ability to think creatively, analytically, logically and critically.
An understanding of the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to the wider
society.
Mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science.

WHY GCSE COMPUTING?





Computer Science, a discipline in itself, is of enormous importance to the economy. It is
rapidly growing ‘underpinning’ subject across Science and Engineering.
A course developed with the demands of the modern world in mind, such as the need for
mobile and web applications, game development and cyber security solutions.
Included in the English Baccalaureate.
It is excellent preparation for students looking to take Computing Studies at A-Level.
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Computer Science

Computer Science
UNIT 1—EXAM ASSESSMENT

UNIT 2—EXAM ASSESSMENT



Fundamentals of algorithms



Fundamentals of data representation



Programming



Computer systems



Fundamentals of data representation



Fundamentals of computer networks



Computer systems



Fundamentals of cyber security



50% of GCSE, 80 marks/I hr 45 minute
exam





A mix of multiple choice, short answer and
long answer questions assessing practical 
problem solving and computational
thinking skills


Ethical, legal and environmental impacts
of digital technology on wider society,
including issues of privacy
50% of GCSE, 80 marks/1 hour 30
minutes exam
A mix of multiple choice, short answer,
longer answer and extended response
questions assessing theoretical knowledge

UNIT 3—NON EXAM ASSESSMENT—Programming Project


Aspects of software development



Analyse a user driven problem, design a solution, implement the solution and give a
thorough evaluation



20 hours of working in controlled assessment conditions

GET A FLAVOUR FOR COMPUTING
www.codecademy.com
BBC KS4 Computer Science
Tips to support subject progress:


Never be afraid to experiment with your software! Understand how each tool works and learn
from your mistakes.

Equipment/Resources


Internet enabled computer, tablet or smart phone, running software such as Microsoft’s Office
suite, Adobe Web Premium, Serif Applications and Python.
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Design and Technology

GCSE Design and Technology
Head of Department— Miss J Wright
Examination Board: AQA
The Design and technology GCSE is a linear course which means that students will sit all their
exams and submit all their non-exam assessment at the end of the course.
The course is assessed in two units.
Unit 1:

Written examination: 2 Hours
50% of the qualification (100 marks) with 15% of the exam covering Maths and
Science knowledge.
The exam is in three sections.
Section A: Core technical principles (20 marks) - A mixture of multiple choice and
short answer questions assessing a breadth of technical knowledge and
understanding
Section B: Specialist technical principles (30 marks) - Several short answer
questions (2–5 marks) and one extended response to assess more in depth
knowledge of technical principles.
Section C: Designing and making principles (50 marks) - Short and extended
response questions, includes a 12 mark design question.

Unit 2:

Non – examination assessment – Contextual Challenge
50% of the qualification (100 marks)
Contextual challenges to be released annually by the AQA on 1st June, in the year
before submission.

Core Technical Principles

Designing and Making Principles



New and emerging technologies



Investigation, primary and secondary data



Energy generation and storage





Developments in mew materials

Environmental, social and economic
challenge



Systems Approach to designing



The work of others



Mechanical devices



Design strategies



Materials and their working
properties



Communication of design ideas



Prototype development



Selection of materials and components



Tolerances



Material management



Specialist tools and equipment



Specialist techniques and processes

Specialist Technical Principles
Selection of materials or components
Forces and stresses
Ecological and social footprint
Sources and origins
Using and working with materials
Stock forms, types and sizes
Scales of production
Surface treatments and finishes
19

Drama

Drama
Head of Department – Ms Van Duijenvoorde
Examination Board: EDEXCEL

What is GCSE Drama all about?
If you enjoy Drama then this is the subject for you. It is not just for those who want to work in
TV, film and theatre. It is a communication qualification which shows a college, university or
prospective employer that you are able to work collaboratively, solve problems and
communicate effectively. It opens doors to many careers, promoting confidence creativity and
team working.
It is largely a practical subject in which you will devise your own plays, work with existing
texts and visit the theatre. We will focus on not only performance but also a range of
Production Elements, aiming to give students a holistic view of careers in the Theatre. There is
also the opportunity to specialise in sound, set, costume or lighting design if you prefer the
backstage elements of theatre.
40% of the final mark will be devising your own play. We will explore a topic and you
will work as a team to create a performance based on this. In this unit, you will learn about a
range of theatre practitioners, different genres of theatre and how to impact and manipulate an
audience effectively. You can do the design option here if you would prefer not to perform.
During the process you will keep a written portfolio, which is used to complete a Controlled
Assessment in which you analyse the process of creating original theatre.
20% of the final mark will be two contrasting performances from a set text. These will be
chosen by the teacher and performed to a visiting examiner. Again, you can do the design
option here if you prefer not to perform.
40% of the final mark is a written exam in which you will answer questions based on
staging a performance of a set text and an evaluation of a recent trip to the theatre. To prepare
for this exam we will study one of the EDEXCEL set texts which include ‘The Crucible’, ‘1984’,
‘DNA’ and ‘An Inspector Calls.’ The exam tests students from the perspective of an actor,
director and designer, with questions on acting, set design, lighting, sound and costume.

Reasons to take GCSE Drama


Promotes creative thinking and problem solving



It’s a way to express yourself without being judged



Encourages students to examine world news and issues



Nurtures communication skills



Develops skills in empathy



Offers great opportunities for team working and decision making



Active and practical activities to support theory



Opportunities for independent project work



Fun and supportive environment
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Geography

Geography
Head of Department — Mrs Price
Examination Board: AQA

Do you...


Care about our world?



Want to know more about the world around you?



Want to understand people and places?



Want to get a job more easily?



Want to learn inside and outside the classroom?

... if yes, then GCSE Geography is for you!
Geography bridges the gap between the arts and sciences and so leads to a qualification that links
very well with many other subjects. As a traditional subject it remains highly valued by employers,
sixth form colleges and universities; indeed Geography remains the leading subject of graduate
employment. It will help you understand the world around you and enable you to gain real skills
that you’ll find useful long after you’ve left school.
It will teach you how to collect, interpret and analyse data; how to make decisions and solve
problems using a variety of different sources. In addition to learning about the power of natural
forces at work on our planet and the UK in the 21st Century you will also gain of understanding of
society and how we interact with the physical world, and our subsequent impacts on rivers, coasts
and ecosystems.

What will you learn?
Theme 1: Living with the Physical Environment
This unit will look at the following aspects: the challenge of natural hazards, the living world and
physical landscapes in the UK. You will be assessed with an hour and a half exam.

Theme 2: Challenges in the Human Environment
This unit will look at the following aspects: the urban issues and challenges, the changing
economic world and the challenge of resource management. You will be assessed in an hour and
a half exam.

Theme 3: Geographical Applications
In this unit you will demonstrate your understanding of your TWO fieldwork experiences as well as
reviewing a variety of sources of evidence to complete a decision making exercise. Question types
will include multiple choice, short answer, levels of response, extended prose and the exam paper
will be one hour and fifteen minutes long.
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History

History
Head of Department— Mrs Bethencourt-Smith
Examination Board: EDEXCEL
Do you want to...


Develop good analytical skills and literacy skills?



Understand why famous events happened?



Work in the Media, Law or Politics?



Enjoy learning about world events and famous people?

If the answer is YES then History is the subject to choose!
GCSE History is a linear course which offers students different approaches to the study of History
and covers British, European and World History. Students will be taught the significance of many
aspects of the changing world and how they have impacted on our lives.
The course requires students to study in at least two very different ways:



In depth (e.g. Life in Germany 1919 – 1939)
Thematically (e.g. Crime and Punishment through time)

Summary of Assessment:
Paper 1
30% of qualification
Exam length: 1 hour 15 minutes
Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present and Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, policing
and the inner city.
Paper 2:
40% of qualification
Exam length: 1 hour 45 minutes
Early Elizabethan England, 1558–1588.
Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–1991
Paper 3
30% of qualification
Exam length: 1 hour 20 minutes
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–1939

22

Hospitality and Catering

Hospitality and Catering
Head of Department— Mr Pereira
Examination Board: EDUQAS
What you will learn?
The course has been designed to develop knowledge and understanding related to a range of
topics including hygiene and safety, roles and responsibility of the EHO, food laws and
regulations and food allergies and intolerances. You will also learn about the job roles in the
hospitality and catering industry as well as the structure of the front and back of house in
catering establishments.
There is the opportunity to learn about issues related to nutrition and food safety and how they
affect successful hospitality and catering operations. In this qualification, you will also develop
food preparation and cooking skills as well as transferable skills of problem-solving,
organisation and time management, planning and communication.
The course is split into two mandatory units.

Unit 1—The Hospitality and Catering Industry
(Externally Assessed, 48 Guided learning hours) 40% of overall grade
External exam (each June)
Duration: 90 minutes
Number of marks: 90

Unit 2– Hospitality and Catering in Action
(Internal assessed, 72 Guided learning hours) 60% of overall grade
Internal Controlled assessment totalling 9 hours and production of a portfolio of work
Number of Marks: 135

How you will be graded?
L1 Pass, L2 Pass, L2 Merit, L2 Distinction, L2 Distinction*

Where can this course take you?
Successful completion of this qualification could lead to a number of possibilities. There are
many local colleges that provide advanced qualifications in food, catering and hospitality e.g.
apprenticeships and level 1 to 3 courses.
You could progress into careers like a chef, dietetics, health and social care, food technologist,
nursing, food production and manufacture, nutritionist, hospitality, food product development
and child care.
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Media Studies

Media Studies
Head of Department—Mr J Foster
Examination Board: WJEC EDUQAS
From video clips on your phone, to TV ads, blockbuster movies, posters at the bus stop, and
the music in your ear buds, you are surrounded by media messages for most of your waking
hours. How do you make sense of them all?
You’ll cover all aspects of media including language, representation, industries and
audiences, giving you an overall and in-depth understanding of how media represents the
world.
Media is a contemporary and interactive subject which encourages you to develop your
creative, analytical, research, and communication skills, through exploring a range of media
forms and perspectives - students often do better in English when they take Media Studies!

Students are required to study media products from all of the following media forms:


Audio-visual forms (TV, film, radio, advertising and marketing, video games and music
video)



Online forms (social and participatory media, video games, music video, newspapers,
magazines, advertising and marketing)



Print forms (newspapers, magazines, advertising and marketing)

We realise that many students choose GCSE Media Studies for its relevance to their lives and
for the opportunities it provides for exploring contemporary issues through the use of different
media in creative and practical ways. That’s why the written assessments are clear,
well-structured and easy for students to understand. Students will enjoy the variety of question
styles, which include multiple choice, short and extended answer.
Assessment: Only 70% of your overall grade will be reliant on how you perform in two 1.5
hour exams; the other 30% is made up in a practical task of creating a media product.
Throughout this diverse course you will be encouraged to:


Demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking, decision making and analysis



Acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of important media issues



Develop appreciation and critical understanding of the media and their role both
historically and currently in society, culture and politics



Understand and apply specialist subject-specific terminology to analyse and compare
media products and the contexts in which they are produced and consumed in order to
make informed arguments, reach substantiated judgements and draw conclusions about
media issues



Appreciate how theoretical understanding supports practice and practice supports
theoretical understanding



Develop practical skills by providing opportunities for creative media production

Hoping for a career in the exciting, innovative and competitive entertainment and media
industries? GCSE Media Studies will give you a great head start.
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Modern Foreign Language

Modern Foreign Languages
Head of Department- Miss Skinner
Examination Board: EDEXCEL
With a GCSE in one or two languages the world is your oyster…why?


You will create greater opportunities for yourself to study and work abroad



Employment: The business world is in need of people who are multi-lingual
because of the global economy. You will be an asset to any business with more
than one language at your disposal. Many employers will pay you more for this
asset



If your C.V. shows that you can speak more than one language, you will be
chosen over other prospective employees that speak only one language



People who have learned foreign languages show greater cognitive development
in areas such as mental flexibility, creativity and higher order thinking skills such
as problem-solving, conceptualizing and reasoning



Think of the wide range of websites you will be able to use, all the extra films and
books you will be able to understand and enjoy



You will add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects

What do Edexcel Spanish and French GCSE courses involve?
You are already part way there because you will continue to be assessed in the
essential four language skills you have been mastering during Key Stage 3 in Spanish
and /or French; listening, speaking, reading and writing.
During Key Stage 3 you have been learning a lot of the vocabulary and grammar that
you will need for GCSE. You know how to talk about yourself, your family and friends,
your hobbies, where you live, school, food and drink and holidays.
You will build on these topics during your GCSE course, as well as moving on to new
and exciting topics! The topics covered during the course are:






Identity and culture
Local area, holiday and travel
School
Future aspirations, study and work
International and global dimensions
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Modern Foreign Language

Modern Foreign Languages
The GCSE course is 100% external assessment. Here is a breakdown of the assessment values
for each component.

Listening and
understanding

50 marks
25%

Foundation = 35
mins including 5
mins reading

Paper 2

Speaking

Foundation = 60
marks
Higher 72 marks
25%

Foundation = 79 mins (12 mins
prep)

Higher = 10-12
mins (12 mins)

Paper 3

Reading and
understanding

50 marks
25/%

Foundation = 1
hour

Higher = 1
hour 15 mins

Paper 4

Writing

60 Marks
25%

Foundation = 1
hour

Higher = 1
hour 15 mins

Paper 1

Higher = 45
mins including
5 mins reading
time

Other languages:
In addition to Spanish and French, speakers of Urdu have the opportunity to study the language
(numbers permitting) at GCSE.
You will be assessed in exactly the same way as the Edexcel GCSE Spanish and French courses,
with similar features, topics and flexibility.
Staying in touch with your mother tongue language is exciting. You can make the most of this
opportunity to enhance your knowledge and understanding of Bollywood, ZTV, PTV and other
areas of your own culture!
It is advisable that you only apply for this GCSE if you already have advanced speaking and
listening skills in this very interesting language.
If English is your second language, we will help you arrange to take an extra GCSE in your mother
tongue. Visit the Edexcel and AQA websites for details about full course options in the following
languages:









Arabic
Chinese
French
German
Greek
Italian
Japanese
Polish
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Music

Music
Teachers: Mr Stevens
Examination Board: EDUQAS

The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Music offers a broad and coherent course of study which
encourages learners to:


Engage actively in the process of music study



Develop performing skills individually and in groups to communicate musically
with fluency and control of the resources use



Develop composing skills to organise musical ideas and make use of appropriate
resources



Recognise links between the integrated activities of performing, composing, and
appraising and how this informs the development of music.



Broaden musical experience and interests, develop imagination and foster
creativity

Before students embark on this course they should be able to read standard staff
notation to at least Grade 1 standard and ideally be receiving instrumental or vocal
lessons either at BDB or privately. In order to reach the standard for a GCSE Grade 4/5
students must be able to perform pieces to at least Grade 3 of 4 ABRSM/Trinity/Rock
School or equivalent standard by the end of Year 10.
There are three components to the course as follows:Component 1: Performing – Non exam assessment 30% of qualification
A minimum of two pieces, one of which must be an ensemble performance of at least
one minute duration. The other piece(s) may be either solo and /or ensemble. One of
the pieces performed must link to an area of study of the learners choice.
Component 2: Composing – Non exam assessment – 30% of qualification
Two compositions, one of which must be in response to a brief set by WJEC. Learners
will choose one brief from a choice of four, each one linked to a different area of study.
The briefs will be released during the first week of September in the academic year in
which the assessment is to be taken. The second composition is a free composition for
which learners set their own brief.
Component 3: Appraising – Exam assessment – 40% of qualification
This component is assessed via a listening examination. Eight questions in total, two on
each of the four areas of study.
Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices
Area of study 2: Music for Ensemble
Area of study 3: Film Music
Area of study 4: Popular Music

Two of the eight questions are based on extracts set by WJEC.
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Physical Education

Physical Education
Head of Department – Miss Martin
Examination Board: EDEXCEL and OCR
All students in Key Stage 4 will continue to receive at least two hours of Core Physical
Education (PE) over a timetable cycle, completing a wide range of activities, depending on the
season.
Through the delivery of two hours of high quality PE per week, the PE Department aims to:


Help students gain an understanding of how PE contributes to their own personal
development



Create opportunities for young people to enjoy and succeed in PE



Help students discover the importance and health benefits of lifelong participation

GCSE PE
This particular option is only suitable for Elite students who are perhaps involved in clubs and
teams outside of school.
Component 1—36%

Component 2—24%

Topic 1: Applied Anatomy and Physiology

Topic 1: Health, Fitness and Well-being

Topic 2: Movement Analysis

Topic 2: Sport Psychology

Topic 3: Physical Training

Topic 3: Socio-cultural Influences

Component 3—30%

Component 4—10%

Sport 1: Individual Sport

Personal Exercise Programme

Sport 2: Team Sport
Sport 3: A sport of your choice

Level 2 Sport Science—Cambridge National Certificate
Some students selecting PE may be placed onto this course, at the discretion of the Head of
Department.
This qualification is designed for learners with an interest in any health and fitness contexts
such as exercise, lifestyles and diet. Level 2 is appropriate for learners who are looking to
develop a significant core of knowledge and understanding, and want to apply that knowledge
in preparing, planning and developing a health and fitness programme.
Students are required to create a portfolio of evidence which demonstrates their skills and
understanding of the following topics:


Sports injuries



The body’s response to exercise



Sports nutrition



Preparing and planning for health and fitness



Applied anatomy

75% - Practical and portfolio
25%- Theory exam
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Religious Studies

Religious Studies
Head of Department— Mrs Bethencourt-Smith/Mrs Price (Joint Head of Humanities)
Examination Board: AQA
Specification A – Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
What is your point of view?


Should someone who murders be executed?



Are some people born evil?



Should charity begin at home or should we try to help people overseas?



Is abortion acceptable?



Does God exist?



Are war and violence ever justified?



What are people’s human rights?

If you enjoy thinking outside of the box and looking at world issues from different points of view then
this is the course for you! You are particularly well suited to this subject if you like discussion,
debates and learning to make well-reasoned and considered arguments.

The principal aims of the course are:


To develop the ability of students to make reasoned and informed responses to religious and
moral issues



To encourage students to recognise the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on
community life



To enable students to develop a range of social and personal qualities such as respect for
the beliefs and opinions of others



To develop student curiosity, interest and enjoyment in the subject

By the end of the three year course, students should be able to:


Make informed opinions relating to matters of faith and morality



Develop a sense of empathy for others in the school environment and society at large



Link their learning to the world we live in and have a good understanding of current affairs



To evaluate different views and opinions about a range of ethical and philosophical
issues before coming to a well-argued and reasoned personal conclusion

The GCSE course at Key Stage 4 is concerned with how personal beliefs or religious faith
influences, personal and moral choices. Students will make an in depth study of two religions;
Christianity and Islam.
Topics will include religion and life; peace and conflict; crime and punishment; human rights and
social justice.
Students will sit two exams at the end of Year 11. Each exam will be 1 hour 45 minutes long and
consist of both long and short answer questions and extended essay questions.
29
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The Prince’s Trust

Careers Coordinator

Mrs Eljamaly – IAG Coordinator
Information, Advice and Guidance (IAG)

The area of IAG is an on-going process that involves a wide range of internal staff and
external independent professionals. The aim is to give sound advice on the opportunities
available to students and ensure that they are fully briefed on the possibilities and
requirements for 16 – 19 education. The student’s ‘pathway’ continues into Key Stage 5
where the school links with colleges and sixth forms in the appropriate geographical areas.
During the Autumn term in preparation for choosing GCSE options, Year 8 students each
met with an external independent careers professional for a 30 minute 1:1 consultation
where they were able to discuss their ideas for future plans and strategies. Internal staff
have also been discussing available Key Stage 4 subjects in lessons including information
on the requirements, content and equipment that will be needed if the students decide to
follow a particular course.
The careers library is based in the Study Centre and is open to all students and staff looking to
locate resources. Web based support is available through useful websites such as
fasttomato.com, nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk and many others. Colleges and local
employers are invited into school to provide talks and presentations on a range of career areas.
Mrs Eljamaly is available, Monday to Thursday during break and lunch times, for students
across the school but particularly Key Stage 4 and Year 8 to help with application forms,
interviews, course choices, web support, work experience or just a chat about careers ideas
and references.
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Contacts

Key people to help you make your decisions
Mr Rodgers—Head of School
jrodgers@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mr Godfrey—Assistant Head of School
pgodfrey@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Ms Gomm- Assistant Head of School
rgomm@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mr Mitchell- Assistant Head of School
cmmitchell@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Miss Stonehouse– Head of Year 8
jstonehouse@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mr Talkington– Tutor
dtalkington@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mr Fedrick—Tutor
afedrick@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mr Long and Mr Foster—Joint Heads of English
mlong@bdb.surrey.sch.uk / jfoster@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mr Tuso—Head of Maths
etuso@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mr West—Head of Science
dwest@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mrs Price—Head of Geography and Tutor
aprice@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Miss Martin—Head of PE
smartin@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mrs Alighieri—Head of Art and Design
talighieri@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Miss Wright—Head of Design and Technology
jwright@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Miss Van Duijvenvoode—Head of Drama
svan@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
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Contacts

Mrs Bethencourt-Smith—Head of History and Tutor
vbethencourt@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Miss Skinner—Head of Modern Foreign Languages
gskinner@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mr Foster—Media Studies
jfoster@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mr Pereira—Hospitality and Catering
npereira@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mr Stevens—Music
bstevens@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mrs Lee—Child Development
jlee@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Mrs Williams—IT Support
mlwilliams@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
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Department of Education

Bishop David Brown

Head of School: Mr James Rodgers
Albert Drive,
Woking,
Surrey,
GU21 5RF
Telephone:

01932 349696

Facsimile: 01932

349175

bdbs@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
www.bdb.surrey.sch.uk
www.twitter.com/bdbschool

Bishop David Brown School is operated by the Unity Schools Trust which is a charitable company
limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with company number 07692130.
The Registered Office is at Thorpe Road Staines-upon-Thames TW18 3HJ.
36

