Bishop David Brown School

Albert Drive,
Woking,
Surrey,
GU21 5RF
Tel: 01932 349696
www.bdbs@surrey.sch.uk
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Coming together is a beginning
Keeping together is progress
Working together is success
- Henry Ford
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Welcome

Dear Parents/Carers
Thank you for taking the time to look through our Parent Information
booklet. I am extremely proud to be the Head of Bishop David Brown
School, this is truly a unique School. I hope that when you visit our School
you will see and feel the care and dedication students and staff show to
their education and life.
Staff and students are focussed and work relentlessly to ensure our school
becomes exceptional. I would be delighted if your son or daughter would
join us. As a parent myself, I am aware of the magnitude of this decision
and I hope we can reassure you that this is a place where your child will be
challenged to strive for academic success, a school where students are
given opportunities to learn beyond the classroom and where your child
feels happy and safe.
My vision is simple: that all students achieve their full potential, no matter
what their starting point or background. There are no shortcuts,
no excuses, just a great deal of hard work. I want all students to enjoy
coming to school each day, be polite to one another, remain positive at all
times, display resilience when meeting challenges, and show pride in our
school.
If you would like to see more of the school please contact my PA,
Liz Challen, echallen@bdb.surrey.sch.uk – 01932 359118.

Mr James Rodgers
Head of School
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Bishop David Brown is passionate about providing a well rounded
education for its students, not only academically but culturally and
artistically. This is provided through its diverse and rich curriculum that
makes a major contribution to the students’ moral and cultural
development.
We are proud of the school’s cultural and ethnic diversity and the vibrant
community that this has created. Links with our local community are vital and
the school works closely with parents/carers, other schools and local
organisations to achieve this.
We have a fully inclusive school, welcoming students with a range of needs. To
support learning we provide a supervised Study Centre which is open before and
after school.
We offer a range of interventions to support students across the ability range in
terms of literacy, numeracy and exam preparation.
The PE and Art departments provide a wide range of activities and our staff
outreach to local primary schools to develop skills even before they reach the
school. Students regularly participate in local and national competitions. There is
a flourishing music department which offers a range of music activities
including a steel band.

“The school is a calm and happy place for pupils to learn. Pupils value their
teachers highly. Relationships between pupils and staff are very respectful.”
Ofsted, January 2019
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Years 7-curriculum
8
Years 7 and 8 are streamed by ability across two halves of the year group to enable staff
to plan and prepare lessons in the way that challenges students to their full potential.
Students are able to access a full range of subjects no matter their group or their starting
point.



ART AND DESIGN



COMPUTING



DRAMA



DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
including RESISTANT MATERIALS
FOOD TECHNOLOGY
& GRAPHICS



ENGLISH



FRENCH



GEOGRAPHY



HISTORY



LATIN



MATHS



MUSIC
Students can opt for individual or group
instrumental music lessons
at an additional cost



PE



PSHE



RELIGIOUS STUDIES



SCIENCE



SPANISH

“Students study a wide range of
interesting subjects. They are well
prepared for the next stages of their
education” Ofsted, January 2019
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Years 9 -11

curriculum

All students follow a common curriculum in:
GCSE ENGLISH AND ENGLISH LITERATURE
GCSE MATHS
CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
INFORMATION TECHNOLGY

GCSE TRIPLE SCIENCE
PSHE
RELIGIOUS STUDIES

In addition to these compulsory subjects students can choose up to four from a range of
additional subjects depending on their Curriculum Pathway.


ART AND DESIGN



BUSINESS AND ENTERPRISE



CHILD DEVELOPMENT



COMPUTER SCIENCE



DRAMA



FRENCH



GEOGRAPHY



HISTORY



HOSPITALITY AND CATERING



ITALIAN



LATIN



MEDIA STUDIES



MUSIC



PHYSICAL EDUCATION



RESISTANT MATERIALS



SPANISH



SPORTS STUDIES



THE PRINCE’S TRUST
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Teaching
Teachers plan lessons adapted to the specific needs of their students; the majority of learning is
structured around the principles of Know It, Grasp It and Think It - three separate tiers of access
allowing students of all abilities to engage with their work and to feel stretched and challenged.
Work is designed and set to a deliberately high standard, with support then in place to allow all
to engage effectively.

Home Learning

Learning and Support

Students are regularly set homework in each subject which is recorded in their student planners.
Parent/carers are expected to check and sign these every week. All parents/carers can access
homework set in all subjects via the school online portal.

Pastoral Care
Our year teams and tutoring systems prioritise the nurturing ethos of the school
and the maintenance of close relationships between school and home. The
school website involves families in the life of the school, informing them of
forthcoming events, reports on school activities and celebrates school
achievement.

Pastoral Team
Each year group is supported by a Head of Year. This member of staff works with
students to ensure they try to achieve the highest possible grades and have the
necessary support, when needed, for any personal issues that may arise.

Tutors
All students are placed in the care of a form tutor who is responsible for registering
attendance. Form tutors play a very important part in the students’ personal and
social development. Each form tutor will get to know his or her own tutor group and
provide day to day guidance and support.

“Leaders have developed outstanding provision for pupils’ personal development
and welfare. Pupils are very well cared for. They feel safe at school.”
Ofsted, January, 2019
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Well Being
At BDB, we pride ourselves on our inclusive environment that meets a range of needs in all of
the four categories of need: Cognition and Learning, Communication and Interaction, Social,
Emotional & Mental Health and Physical and Sensory Needs.
We have an established Student Support Centre where students can access a “safe space”,
ask for more support or join in our activities before school, each break time and after school.
We can access a range of highly specialist staff to work with students including: an Emotional
Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA); EIKON Youth Specialist; Educational Psychologist working
with ASD students; Carers and a Children’s Counsellor. Our department is overseen by Mrs
White who has had experience of working both in mainstream and a specialist school for
students with Social Emotional Mental Health needs. Mrs White holds the NASENCO
qualification and Certificate in Psychometric testing, Assessment and Access Arrangements.
Our Student Support department has had success with the All Stars Disability Sports Team who
were placed 4th in the National Boccia Competition.
Our belief is that no matter what barrier is in place for our young people they can achieve
success with support. Therefore, students are encouraged and nurtured into becoming resilient,
independent and positive young adults of the future.

Enrichment
Students benefit from a wide range of before and after school clubs and activities. They also
take part in residential field trips and educational journeys. Recent trips include visits to Berlin
and the WW1 Battlefields in Belgium. Students also have an opportunity to attend
residential training camps in netball and football.

6

The school day

Attendance & Punctuality
Good attendance and punctuality are essential at Bishop David Brown
School. It is the legal responsibility of parent/carers to ensure that their child
attends regularly and on time. Parents/carers must contact the school
immediately if their child is absent from school.
Parents/carers will be contacted by the attendance department at BDB, on a
daily basis, if their child fails to arrive at school and there is no known reason
for their absence.
Students should arrive at school at least 10 minutes before school starts.
Registration

8.50am

-

9.10am

Period 1

9.10am

-

10.10am

Period 2

10.10am -

11.10am

Break 1

11.10am -

11.40am

Period 3

11.40am -

12.40pm

Period 4

12.40pm -

1.40pm

Break 2

1.40pm

-

2.10pm

Period 5

2.10pm

-

3.10pm

Period 6

3.10pm

-

4.10pm

After school clubs, extension activities, home learning support,
library, sports, band and other activities run up to 5.00pm.
Bishop David Brown School aims to achieve maximum attendance for each
individual student in order that they can gain the maximum benefit from the
education they receive.
Outstanding attendance to school has a positive impact on progress and
attainment. At Bishop David Brown school we expect students’ attendance
to meet our target of 97%. We follow a clear programme of interventions as
outlined in our Attendance Policy, accessible on the school website.
Holidays during school terms are not acceptable and will result in students
attending Catch Up Attendance for Progress sessions arranged on non
school days such as Saturday mornings, INSET days or half term holidays.
You must submit a request to the school before you arrange for your child
to have time away. The Head of School will then consider whether to grant
permission for the absence. Permission for absence will only be granted in
very exceptional circumstances after a formal meeting.
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Peer Tutoring
Here at BDB we like to develop leadership skills within our students. One of the
many ways we do this is through the peer tutoring programme. This
programme is designed to support students in Year 7 and 8 with raising their
English and Mathematics attainment through working with older peers. Peer
tutoring includes a range of approaches in which learners work in pairs or small
groups to provide each other with explicit teaching support, such as:



cross-age tutoring, in which an older learner takes the tutoring role and is
paired with a younger tutee or tutees;
peer assisted learning, which is a structured approach for mathematics
and reading with sessions of 20 minutes, two or three times a week

Year 9 students work with Year 7 students three mornings per week and Year
10 students work with Year 8 students two mornings per week.

Behaviour
All students understand that excellent behaviour and conduct in lessons and
around the school enables them to make good and outstanding
progress. Consequently, students are expected to behave to the highest
standards at all times and are rewarded for the achievements and progress.

The Study Centre
The Study Centre offers a wide range of books and other resources
supporting work in all subjects. There is also a selection of newspapers,
magazines and the latest fiction to provide reading for fun and personal
interests. The Study Centre is open from 8.30am-4.00pm.

Uniform
All students are expected to wear BDB’s correct
uniform with pride at all times.

The Students

The older students are in-charge of delivering the programme to the younger
students with minimal teacher intervention. Students on the programme have
on average increased their reading age by 12 months.
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Student

VOICE
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A number of Key Stage Four students are appointed each year as Prefects who take
responsibility for supporting staff and students in class and represent the school at events
such as Open Evening.
The school provides opportunities for students to show their leadership skills in
languages, literacy, Physical Education and the arts through outreach activities at local
primary schools.

“Pupils take extremely good care of each other. Peer mentors to help those
pupils concerned about bullying, ‘the blue coats’, are highly visible during break
times. They take their roles very seriously, as do those buddied to support pupils
who are learning English on entry to the school. Pupils feel safe at school.
Ofsted, January 2019
9

Bishop David Brown are very pleased to be working with the Brilliant Club Scholars Programme enabling some of our students the experience of university style teaching enhancing study, knowledge and capability skills.

Bishop David Brown are very pleased to be
working with the Brilliant Club Scholars
Programme enabling some of our students
the experience of university style teaching
enhancing study, knowledge and capability
skills.

The Scholars Programme
 Places university researchers (PhD Tutors) in schools.
 The PhD tutors teach university-style tutorials to groups of six pupils. Many of these
researchers are lecturers to students at university level, so it is a unique opportunity for your
child to experience university-style teaching.
 Students visit two leading universities.
 At the end of the programme, students complete a final assignment ranging from 1000 to
2,500 words, depending on their Key Stage.
The Launch Trip
The Launch Trip includes:
 Tour of the University.
 Study Skills Session.
 The opportunity to meet and ask
questions of current students.
 Advice and guidance from the university.
 Receive the first tutorial with the
pupils’ PhD Tutor.

“Students study a wide range of interesting subjects. They are well prepared
for the next stages of their education” - Ofsted, January 2019
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Key Stage 4
All students who sat their GCSE exams in 2019 averaged a Grade 4 (Good Pass)
in all of their subjects
Results are improving and students made the best ever progress in 2019

Some of our top performers in Year 11 include:
Abbie Gilbey and Sophie Croome — Averaged Grade 8 across all of their subjects



Joshua Boddy — Averaged almost three grades above his target



Aimee Bower — Averaged over two grades above her target

Results



Highlights 2019
60% of GCSE subjects averaged Grades between 4 - 9
80% 4-9 Grades achieved in Triple Science
91% 4-9 Grades achieved in Physical Education
Students made better than national progress in Drama and
Design Technology
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We are please to be able to offer the
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme to all
students at BDB.

Student Leaders

What is the Duke of Edinburgh Award?
The Duke of Edinburgh's Award, or DofE, is the world's leading youth achievement award, giving
young people between the ages of 14 and 24 the most incredible opportunity to take part in a
wonderfully diverse range of exciting activities. These all count towards an Award which is highly
prized by colleges, universities and employers!
If students choose to take part, they really will discover that there's more to life than sitting on the
sofa watching T.V, texting your friends and browsing the Internet! They can achieve Bronze and
Silver Awards by taking part and completing a flexible, personalised programme of activities
across four sections – Volunteering, Physical, Skills and Expedition.

Uniform

Behaviour
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Supporting Ambition
Success at School
Representing Great Britain in
Kayaking

Achieve

Over the last few years I have been juggling my school
studies with competing in sprint and marathon kayaking
both locally and nationally. Last September as well as
starting Year 11 (my GCSE year) I was selected for the
Super Regional Squad for sprint and in December the
Junior Development Squad for marathon.
During Easter this year I was chosen to go on a training
camp in Portugal and I have continued to train hard
(before and after school) whilst juggling my school work!
After a successful selection regatta in April, I was selected
to represent Great Britain at a sprint regatta in Germany.
I flew out with the GB sprint team on Thursday 23rd May
straight after my English GCSE exam!
It was a brilliant experience and I felt proud of
representing my country in my GB kit. I’m looking forward
to continuing with my training and I hope that I will
continue to be successful.

GASP Motor Project
BDB work closely with GASP which is able to provide students with
hands-on experience in the world of engineering. The project
culminates with an awards evening for one lucky winner from each of
the schools involved. The event is hosted at the McLaren
Headquarters in Woking.
Oliver was awarded for his outstanding attitude on the programme
and was presented his award by the Director of Stanhope Seta. One
of the outstanding attributes of our students is their innate ability to
engage people. It was brilliant to watch Oliver share his experience
with some very influential people.
Students were then privileged to be given a guided tour of the
McLaren with the opportunity to visit the Formula One workshop as
well as McLaren’s assembly line.
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Gold Medal in District Athletics Competition
Students competed at the District Athletics Competition during the Summer term with
fantastic results. One Year 7 student came away with a Gold medal in High Jump.

Swimathon Challenge

Success

The Rotary Swimathon Challenge is a charity event to raise money for
many worthwhile causes within the Woking area. Bishop David Brown
School entered a team of four students each giving an amazing
performance which resulted in a first place win.
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School trips
@ BDB

Ski Trips
Cultural trips to Berlin and France
Theatre Trips
D of E Expeditions
Visits to Oxford University
Geography Field Trips
Netball and Football Tours
And many more...

15

16

For more information, updates and useful links
please visit our website

www.bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Bishop David Brown School
Albert Drive
Woking
Surrey
GU21 5RF

Contact

Telephone: 01932 349696
Email: bdbs@bdb.surrey.sch.uk
Twitter: @BDBSchool

Applications for a place at Bishop David Brown School in September
2018 should be made through Surrey County Council. You can apply
online at www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions or by telephoning the
Contact Centre on 0300 2001015 and requesting an application form.

Deadline for Secondary School applications
31st October 2019

Founder Member of the Unity Schools Trust
Founder Member of the 2015 Learning Partnership
Bishop David Brown School is operated by the Unity Schools Trust which is a charitable company limited by guarantee and
registered in England and Wales with company number 07692130. The registered office is at Thorpe Road, Staines-Upon-Thames
TW18 3HJ.
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